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Steve & Janet Ray
(Licensed Guides for the Holy Land)
along with
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Invite you to join us on a special
Holy Land Pilgrimage
Alternative Itinerary
if Trouble Inhibits Travel in Galilee and the North
October 23 – 29, 2006

7 Days/6 Nights
(Tentative itinerary)

Day 1, October 23, (Monday):  Flight from Rome to Tel Aviv/Tiberias 
Depart Rome and arrive at Tel Aviv Airport where we will be greeted by Steve and Janet Ray.  Our motor coach will transport us to the Inbal Hotel in Jerusalem.  Optional Mass. Check in for six nights and attend a welcome dinner hosted by Steve & Janet Ray.  Overnight Jerusalem.  (D)

 

Day 2, October 24, (Tuesday):  
Begin the day with a 7:00  am Mass IN  the tomb of the Holy Sepulchre. After breakfast we drive to Bethlehem and visit the Church of the Nativity and the Shepherds Field where the angels announced the birth of Christ.  We will stop at high quality Kandu Catholic Shop, for antiquities, olive wood religious items, diamonds and jewelry, icons, mother-of-pearl, and much more. After lunch travel to Ein Karem, the birthplace of St. John the Baptist and where the Visitation took place. Visit the Church of the Visitation and the Church of St. John the Baptist. Optional evening talk by Steve from the top of the Vatican’s Notre Dame Center for a moving overview of the life of Jesus and for a preview of what we will see in the following days.
Day 3, October 25, (Wednesday):  Visit and pray at the Western Wall. Visit the Garden and Church of Gethsemane and the Grotto of the Arrest. Enter St. Stephen’s Gate and visit Bethesda before Mass at the Church of St. Anne where Mary was born.  After lunch visit Mount Zion, the Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu (“where the cock crowed”) and walk the Roman steps. Visit the Upper Room (Cenacle), Dormition Abbey where Mary “fell asleep.”  An evening session with Steve and Janet giving an objective perspective on the “Israeli-Palestinian” situation.
Day 4, October 26, (Thursday):  Optional 6-7 AM visit to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre with Steve. After breakfast pray the Stations of the Cross along the Via Dolorosa (Way of Sorrows) ending at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  Drive to the Mount of Olives for the Chapel of the Ascension where Jesus rose into heaven. Camel rides. Mass at Dominus Flavit (where Jesus wept) overlooking Jerusalem. The afternoon will be free for exploring, praying, shopping, etc.
Day 5, October 27, (Friday):  Tour Yad Vashem (Holocaust Museum). Drive to Emmaus (Lk 24) and lunch in Tel Aviv. We will celebrate Mass in the Church of St. Peter in Ancient Joppa (where Peter healed Tabitha and from which Jonah sailed to Nineveh). After Mass we will walk along the beautiful Mediterranean coastline. The last part of the afternoon will be free. Farewell dinner at 7 PM.
Day 6, October 28, (Saturday): Drive through the Judean Wilderness and take the cable car to the top of Masada. Next we visit Qumran where the Dead Sea Scolls were discovered. After a delicious Palestinian lunch in Jericho, we will tour this ancient city often visited by Jesus. Jericho is the lowest and oldest city in the world. Jericho was the setting of the parable of the Good Samaritan and Jesus' encounter with Zaccheus -- we will see the ancient sycamore tree. We would then swim in the Dead Sea before climbing the 4,400 feet back up to Jerusalem. Mass with Bishop Kamal Bathish at Latin Patriarchate in the Old City of Jerusalem.
Day 7, October  29, (Sunday): Return to USA  

Return home from Tel Aviv after a memorable spiritual journey to the Holy Land.

